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of almighty God, as being able to n. 
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Plain ſinging is univerſally. admitted-1 FT 


Is, at once, capable both of raiſing. and 
improving ſentiments. of raitonal piety and 
devotion ; and is commanded in the new. 
Teſtament. Where the heart and under- 
ſtanding are ſo intimately intereſted, like 


every other united act of e it is cal- 
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TRE ſubject. tis us: may: 1 nels d _ 
into a queſtion, which, ſimple and uncom- 
1 pounded, | is no other. than, whether. it be | 
fit and proper to introduce the uſe of i in- 
ſtrumental muſic into the public. worſhip 
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1 . to o produce a 3 effect. But che 
addition of inſtrumental muſic ſhould ſeem 


1 


more calculated to divert and diſſipate the 5 
pious affections of a reaſonable ſervice, than 


to fix them upon their proper objects. And 
if . expreſs. authority be pleaded in its be- 
half, ſuch authority ſhould be proved by 
other exidences than a general command 
: concerning finging. It is not enough, to 
ſay, that muſical inſtruments are able to 
ſtir and cheer our minds; for it is not law- 


ful for us.to bring into uſe ſuch things, of 


our own heads, into God's worſhip. Who 


knows not, that wine has the like virtue, 


to cheer men's minds, and warm their af- 


fections? And yet it is unlawful to uſe it 
. in the worſhip of God, except where it is 
commanded, in the Lord's, ſupper. Vain 


therefore are theſe and ſuch like allegations 


7 upon this head. And unleſs it can be 
proved, that our minds are cartied toward 


| ſpiritual and heavenly things, by — 
den virtue that nature has given to theſe 


e hid- 


muſical inſtruments, or by a certain divine 
grace accompanying them, as God's own 


= infiiturions ; ; Were 1s. Wy nothing: faid 2 


The 


. * „ „ 
The jews indeed uſed Ge in their 55 
worſhip, becauſe God: had. [nome Mga | 
3 ſo to do, as the ſeriptu 


d, with cymbals, with 


| pfalteries, and with harps, according i the 


5 


king's ny and Nathan che' pooping . 
andment of the Lord by e ; 
prophett®. G0 had forbidden the e 


to wig ny ting into his WO. of ; 


to Moſes: hes pattern of the tabernacle, 


and of all the utenſils thereof: but When | 


the temple was to be built at Jeruſalem, he 
ſhewed to David, by his ſpirit, both the 
form of it, and all the inſtruments to be 
uſed in it No man, therefore, will won- 
der that our bleſſed Saviour, who reproves 1 


al ſuperſtitious rites and innovations which 


he found introduced. into that church, NY 
be des not a word e nabe; ber 5 


. GO og 


„ 2 8 axle 253. ses alto Exod; XXV. 9. 40. 
xxvi. 30. xxvii. 8. Numb. viii. 4. Deut. iv. 4. . 22. | 


xii 32. Joſh. i. 7. 1 Chron. cxviii. 1119. 9 „ 


. 1 Gkron, v viii, 135 14. and xxx. 12. 
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preſsly teſtiſies. Pay be ſet the 3 in 
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n ee 


Y. as ſuch, under the chriſtian covenant. | One, 


445. 


it was expreſely appointed by God himſelf, 
ünd on that very account; could not be 
reckoned a ſuperſtitious rite, or an inno- 


| Wn introduced into that church. But 


| It does not hence follow, that he would 
have it continued in that evangelical wor- 
7 which - he appointed. Nor is it dif- 
cult to give a good reaſon for this differ- 


. ence between the uſe of mufical inſtru- 


ments, and the practice of plain congrega- 
tional ſinging. For, if bath theſe wers 
ansientiy numbered among the jewiſh cere- 
monies, neither of them ought to be uſed 


therefore, ſhould be rejected as a jewiſh 
ceremony ; the. other retained. as the inſti= 
tution of Chriſt, And certainly a man 


muſt be blind, Who does not ſee,. that 


' trumpets, harps, and. ſuch like muſical i in- 
ſtruments, belon ged to the x pomp and cere- 
mony of the jewiſh worſhip. | But all theſe 
things are ' abrogated, together with the 
law that appointed the worſhip; unleſs — 
of them appear to have been ſince * 2 
by ſome particular commend, . ,_ 

It has been faid that the very ft wor- 
fp in the. . e Was __ 
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Be e. 5 fing gin 8 8 turnt, or in ee ; 1 


for the authority for this practice, we are 
generally referred to Pliny the younger *. 


The paſſage, however, which is referted to, 
on this occaſion, would never have; been 
thought ſufficient for the purpoſe, for which | 


it has been introduced; if it had not been 
"0 with a ſtrong prejudice, 


Of all the critics, who have 


on that epiſtle of Pliny, Cataneus, an 


italian papiſt, is the only man be eck 
notice of this way of ſinging, though the „ 


are not wont to omit any thing relating to 
the cuſtoms of the ancients. The words 


 dicere fecum invicem, mean no more than 10 


Ing togetber; or as Voſſius explains them. 
„ Pliny's meaning is, that t Eng as 
« not the only perſon who ſe ng 
4% | finging alſo, they 1 ſtirred J 
«& ' Whence Tertullian, in his jen 95 39: = 


5 « after he had ſpoken' 'of their love feaſts, 


« adds; Aſter we Baue waſhed | our bande, | 


Cat 
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another place in thi i ee 8 
an account of chriſtian ſolemnities, from 


his paſſage of Pliny; but ſays not 4 word 
of: finging by turns or in parts. We 
find, ſays he, it has been forbidden 


„ Plinius ſeeundus was governo of a pro- 
, vince, 0 had condemned ſome, and 
3 % made others comply, being diſturbed by 
DE: Sen multit ude of the chriſtians, 


3 


emperor Trajan; ac- 
25 bee, im „ that beſides an obſti⸗ 
averſion to. facrificing,. be could 
over nothing concerning the myſ- 
lde facramentis] but that they 
demblies before day, to ſin g to 
Where, by the 
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by Pliny, ſeems. to have miſtaken a hymn 


in praiſe, of Chriſt, . . Wo 


J Ty 
I 


THEY 


it. has br een further far” that the An. 
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turns, is 1 notice of by Socrates 0 2 
very early practice of the eaſtern chu Hi 
for he makes Ignatius to be author of it.— 
But that muſt be a rare cauſe,” that needs 
ſuch fabulous ſtories to defend it. Socrates 
himſelf owns, that he tells this tory upon 
| A. common report, | which | we all know 
is little to be credited in ſuch matters: | 
and perhaps he himſelf did not believe it, 
for thus he concludes his relation, —** Such 
“ is the report concerning. theſe antipho- 
- * nal hymns.” —And further, if this ſtory 
has- any truth in it, how came it to paſs, 
that it ſhould never be mentioned in the 
leaſt by Ignatius, in his epiſtles, by the 
writer of the account of his martyrdom, 
or by any other author before Socrates ?— — 
But to Socrates may be oppoſed Theo- 
doret, an ancient writer, and as good a 
8 witneſs, who. tells us, that F. lavianus and 
: Diodorus were the firſt authors of this 
uſage. r Theſe,” ſays he, firſt divided 
. the choirs into two parts, and 1 
„ the finging David's pſalms by turns. 
„Which being firſt begun at Antioch, 
off foon n or Oy. the whole 
M 23 4. * world. 22 
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the middle of the Fourth- century. But, 


further, \ h 


- Soctates is deſervedly 


thought a very uſeful writer, yet he can- 
not deſerve much credit, when he gives | 
an account of ſeveral of the miracles and 
| viſions of the ancients; eſpecially when | 

we) confider that he has inſerted into his 
| hiſtory, the wretched fable, of Helena's 


finding Chriſt's croſs, as though it de- 


ſerved to be believed. Now if what 
he relates of Helena is not to be credited, 6. 
much leſs is what he tells us of Ignatius, 
who lived at a much greater diſtance from 


his own time. —In what great danger muſt 
religious worſhip be, if it is to be ordered 125 


according to ſuch uncertain viſions! 


Bafil indeed zealouſſy defends this ad | 
of " Boging in his epittle to the clergy « of 


 Neoeeſarea, who were much offended at 


the bringing in of this uſage, | but does 
not deny that the ancient manner, of 


finging | hed been altered in his church 1 
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5 uſage” not to have been very 
. ; Prous. 466 
he, which 1 ſhould not ſuffer to weaken 


; « ſenſe does not ſo-accompany my- 


yours to outrun and lead it, though 
_« it is only to be minded for the fake 


; «© err e too great ſeverity; 
e very ſeldom. 80 that 1 90 its 
4. all the nice ſinging of David's 8 Pſalms 


: od were removed from mine, 5 ant the | 


ceſarea, | oo! a gdb, allo} > Fagan this 


laudable and 
he pleaſing my fleſhy”: ſays 


* my mind often deceives me, while my 


« as patiently to follow it; but en 


„ of the other. And ſo in theſe thin 


I fin, not perceiving it, though 1 pee 
& ceive it afterwards. Sometimes, while 1 5 
i guard exceſſively againſt this erte | 1 


00 church 8 hearing: and that ſeems ſafer 


f a to me, which I remember I have been : 
4. often told of Athanaſius the biſhop, of 


” Alexandria, who made the reader of the | 


„ pfalm ſound it with fo little alteration 


1 N voice, that he was more like a 
40 ee, 


Nor do the words of Jerom 0 
five this novel method of ſinging. We 
« muft therefore ſing and make melody, 
« and praiſe the Lord, rather with the 


heart, than the voice. For this is 


« what. is here ſaid ; nging and mating 
« melody. in your heart to the Lord. Let 
et young men mind this; let them mind 


it, whoſe office is to ſing in the church. 
% We muſt fing to God, not with the 
t voice, but the heart. They are not 
4 artfully to ſupple their jaws, and their 
«© throat, after the manner of the tra- 


<< gedians, that theatrical notes and ſongs 
«ſhould be heard in the church; but 


4. they are to praiſe God with W with i 


cc good works, and the knowledge of the 
16 ſcriptures. | If a man has an unpleaſant, 


% voice, if he has good works, he is a 


* ſweet finger in God's cars. Let the 


, ſervant of Chriſt ſo ſing, that not the 
| * voice of the finger, but the thing ſung | 


& 824 pleaſe; ; that . evil * that : 
| , Was 35 
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% 2 5 „ 
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Further, the thirty & two. 'commilii joners, 
appointed by king Edward VI. who. were. 
the moſt eminent perſons. in the nation, 5 
both in divinity and law, found fault 5 
with this manner of finging, and adviſed. 
the laying it afide. Hear What they ſay 
themſelves :. In reading chapters, and: .. 
«ſinging pfalms, miniſters and clergymen 
14 muſt think of this diligently; that God 
« is not only to be praiſed by them, but 
« that others are to be brought to perform 
the ſame worſhip, by their counſel and 
60 example. Wherefore let them pro- 
« nounce their words diſtinctly, and let 
« their ſinging be clear and eaſy, that 5 
« every thing may be underſtood by the 


% auditors. 80 that tis our e that 5 
N Jo Fe Woes” $16 | RO, 1 | * | by the 


In Eph. v. 15 


, aft me of thoſe, 
„ who in like manner are poſſeſſed, 1 
„ kim; and not be let into thoſe, who ] 

<« have turned the houſe of God into 2 

« ſtage.” *- — But what would Jerom 1 have - 
ſaid,” if he had been preſent at ſuch mo- | 

| dern ſinging as is s uſed in ſome Places, in | 
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45 15 called figured, | ſhould be wholly laid 


bg We fince it often makes ſuch a avid 


4 in the ears of the people, that they 
« can t underſtand what is M45,”  - 


Theſe obſervations on artificial fin gin 85 
are no more than a natural introduction to 
ochers upon church muſic. 

The uſe of muſical inſtruments, in the 
Tin church, receives no countenance 
from antiquity. It is atteſted by all an- 
cient writers, with one conſent, that they 
were not uſed in the primitive times. 
Hence they f guratively explain all the 
places of the old Teſtament, which ſpeak 
of muſical inſtruments, as might eaſily be 
thewn by a thouſand teſtimonies, out of 
| Clement of Alexandria, Baſil, Ambroſe, | 
| Ferom, Auguſtine, Chryſoſtom, and many 
others. And, indeed, one can hardly for- 
dear laughing, when we meet with ſome 


of their allegorical interpretations : thus 


an inſtrument with ten ſtrings, according | 
to them, bgnifies the ten n commandments, Fo 


oſe andes which 


* the unkoewn: author of the commentary 
upon the Pſalms, among Jerom's works, 
often explains it*. But the pleaſanteſt fan- 
cy is the explication of thoſe words 3 praiſe | 
him with: fringed inflruments and organs +. 
« That the guts being twiſted. by reaſon 


ny of abſtinence from food, and ſo 


« carnal deſires being ſubdued, men are | 


t found fit for the kingdom of God, 


xc to ſing his praiſes.” Chryſoſtom talks 


more handſomely : ** As the jews praiſed 


„ God,” ſays he, FN with all kinds of in- 
« ſtruments; ſo we are commanded. to 
* praiſe him with all the members; of 
. our bodies, our eyes, & . And Cle 
ment of en talks much to the: Suns 


purpoſe 9. 


Beſides, _ ancients 5 thought it anlaw- 
ful to uſe thoſe inſtruments in God wor- 
ſhip. Thus the unknown author of a 
treatiſe, among Juſtin Martyr's works: © 
_ Queſ.. If ſongs are invented by unbe- 

10 lievers with a deſign of deceiving, and _ 
2 te were 3 for thoſe under the law, 


( be- 
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4 16 Y 
f of the childimneſs of their lis; ; 


7” . Why do they, who have received the 


5 perfect inſtructions of grace, Which are 
1 TY 5 ontrary to the foreſaid cuſtoms, 


Do nevertheleſs fing 1 in the churches, Juſt as 


5 they did, who were > children under the 
Agb. 4 © Plain ging is not childiſh, 
5 1 but only the finging with lifeleſs organs, 
«with dancing and cymbals, &c. whence 
'S the uſe of ſuch inſtruments, and other 
A things fit for children i is laid aſide, and 
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